The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
had hoped that they would find prepared positions there, but I soon learnt quite another story from the Stafi of the nth Army which had taken over command there. The Bulgarians had done nothing. The position was, of course, serious, and Colonel Gantscheff complained bitterly of the bad impression the fall of Monastir would make on his Bulgarians, But he did not care to think of the far worse impression his Bulgarians made on us. At the moment we could do nothing for them. But I had come round to the view that we should have to get a firmer control of the Bulgarian Army, and to this end I proposed the for* mation of a special Army Group under German command, but to be subject to the Bulgarian High Command. This suggestion met with approval. General Otto von Below, with his Chief of Staff, General von Bockmann, left Courland and took over the command of the new army group in Uskub.
During the first half of October the position of the Bulgarian troops on the Macedonian plain was grave.
On the Eastern front, G.H.Q. attempted first of all to convey German troops to the Maros sector, in order to give the weak Austro-Hungarian defence a certain stiffening. That was our first task. Next, a clear understanding had to be arrived at regarding the direction of operations against Rumania, and new arrangements had to be made north of the Carpathians. As General von Conrad insisted on Austro-Hungarian command in Transylvania, a new army group was formed in Hungary, under the Archduke Charles. He retained General von Seeckt as his Chief of Staff.
The Archduke's former army group, with the exception of the troops in the Carpathians, was placed under General von Boehm-Ermolli who retained his command of the 2nd Austrian Army. The group so formed was placed under the command of the Cotomander-in-Chief in the East. North of the Carpathians we had got at last what we had been struggling for so long, a definite organization of command which would meet the requirements of the situation. This had now become urgently necessary. The very exhausted German divisions of General Count von Bothmer's army, which the Russians had been attacking vio-
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